
Ahead of the CurveLeigh
W.ColstonLeigh, Inc.
Bureausm

Phone 908.253.8600
Web www.LeighBureau.com
EMail info@LeighBureau.com

bio

danah boyd
 Expert on online social network 
sites. Interdisciplinary research 
related to technology, communication, 
identity and social behavior. 

danah boyd is an internationally recognized 
authority on the ways people use networked 
social media as a context for social interaction—
who inhabits the world of online social network 
sites, what they do there, and why. She has 
been called the “high priestess” of online social 
network sites by the Financial Times.

Social Scientist, Microsoft Research. A 
Research Associate at Harvard University’s 
Berkman Center for Internet and Society. 
Associate Fellow at the Tilburg Institute for 
Law, Technology, and Society.

Social networks profoundly 
affect the way people work, 

the opportunities they have, 
and the structure of 

their daily lives.
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danah boyd
Social Scientist, Microsoft Research.

danah boyd researches how social media like Facebook, Twitter, 
and YouTube is integrated into people’s daily practices. Much of 
her work focuses on American youth practices, popular social 
network sites, and sociality.  She was one of the researchers 
in a major 3-year study of digital youth funded by the MacAr-
thur Foundation, resulting in the publication of Hanging Out, 
Messing Around, and Geeking Out: Kids Living and Learning 
with New Media.

She also studies blogging, tagging and social media more 
broadly.

danah boyd is a Social Scientist at Microsoft Research, a 
Research Associate at Harvard University’s Berkman Center for 
Internet and Society, and an Associate Fellow at the Tilburg 
Institute for Law, Technology, and Society. 

She has worked as an ethnographer and social media 
researcher for various corporations, including Intel, Tribe.
net, Google and Yahoo! She has advised and consulted for 
dozens of other companies. 

She is a Director on the board of the New Media Consortium, 
a non-profit consortium of learning-focused organizations 
dedicated to the exploration and use of new media and new 
technologies. She is on the program committees of major 
academic and industry conferences, including the Digital 
Media & Learning Conference and SXSW-Interactive.

At the Berkman Center, danah co-directed the Internet Safety 
Technical Task Force, formed by the U.S. Attorney’s General and 
MySpace and organized by the Berkman Center to identify poten-
tial technical solutions for keeping children safe online. She is 
currently co-directing the Youth and Media Policy Working Group 
Initiative, funded by the MacArthur Foundation.

danah maintains a blog called Apophenia, a valuable resource 
for anyone interested in social media. 

She also regularly writes academic publications and 
mainstream essays, published in a range of venues. danah 
was named one of the Most Influential Women in Technol-
ogy by Fast Company. She was also named the smartest 
academic in tech by Fortune Magazine. She won CITASA’s 
Public Sociology Award.

Highlights Networked Social Media
The technologies that enable 
sociable media are changing how 
we interact, get information and do 
business. danah boyd studies how 
society and identity work in this new 
networked world:
	 How we perceive other people 

online.
	 What a virtual crowd looks like.
	 How social conventions develop 

in the networked world.

Definition—networked social media: 
virtual meeting places where people 
can meet, talk and share. Examples:
	 Social network sites—e.g. 

Facebook, MySpace, LinkedIn
	 Media sharing platforms - e.g., 

YouTube, Flickr
	 Blogging and online journaling
	 Tagging and social bookmarking

Credentials
	Social scientist at Microsoft Research

	Research Associate at Harvard 
University’s Berkman Center for 
Internet & Society

	Associate Fellow at the Tilburg 
Institute for Law, Technology, and 
Society 

	Funded by the MacArthur Foundation

	Formerly a researcher for: Yahoo!, 
Google, Tribe.et, Intel.

	Intel Fellow, 2000-2002

	One of the Most Influential Women in 
Technology, Fast Company

	Smartest Academic in Tech, Fortune 
Magazine

	CITASA Public Sociology Award

	MIT Presidential Fellow

	Member, Sociable Media Group, 
Masters in Sociable Media, MIT 
MediaLab


